14 PROCLEEDINGS of the CONVENTION

ed u’hy be produdtive ot anarchy aotconfufion ; we do, in like manner unite, aflociate,
and folemoly enpage, 10 naintenance of pood order and the public peace, to fupport
the ¢ivil power in the due execution of the laws, (o far as may be confiftent with the
prcfém plan of oppefition, and to defend, with our utmott power, all perfons trom
every fpecies of outrage to themfelves or their property, and to prevent any punifhment
from being inflidted on any offenders, other than fuch as thall be adjt‘xdgcd by the civil
magiltrate, the Continental Congrefs, our Convention, Council of dafety, or commit-
tees of obfervation. - |

That the committees of obfervation in every county, as foon as conveniently may be,
appoint per{ ns in each purifh or hundred, to offer or carry the faid aflociation to all
freemen refident within their county (the houfhold of his excellency the governor ex-

“cepted) and require their fubfcription to the fame, which aflfociation, when f{ubfcribed,
fhall be returned by the committees to the Convention. And in cafe any freeman with-
in their county fhall not {ubfcribe, -upon application or within ten days thereafter, bis
name, fhall be returned by the faid cemmittee to the next Convention, to the end that
the Convention may take order therein.

ResoLvep, That there be forty comnanies of minute-men enrolled in this province
as foon as may be, each of which companies to confilt of one captain, two lieutenants,
one enfign, four fergeants, four corporals, one drummer, one fifer, and fixty-eight
privates ; and that the faid forty compantes be enrolled in the counties and proportions
following, to wit. |

'1n Worcefter 1. Somerfet t. Dorchefter 2. Talbes 1. Carolime 1. Queen-Anne's 2.
Kent 1. Cecil 2. St. Mury’s 2. Calvert 1. Chades 3. Prince-George’s 3. Anne-
Arundel 4. Baltimore 5. Harford 3. Frederick 8.

And that, for the enrollment ot every fuch company, 2 proper perfon be appointed
by the committee of each refpetive county, to iniift “a fuffici¢nt number of men who
fhiall voluntarily offer themfelves, to make up the non-commiffioned officers and pri-
vates of each of the faid companies, fer their refpeive cousty; in the enrollment of
whom, care fhould be had that the men be ftrong and « ffettive, and live as convenient
as may be, for their frequent and ready affembling and exercifing togrther. :

That the form of the cnrollment of minute-men be as follows, to wit. *“ We whofe
names are fubfcribed, do hereby enroll ourfelves into 2 company of minute-men for
county, agreeable to the reflolutions of the Provincial Convention held at Annapolis the
26th day of July, 1775, to continue fuch until the firft day of March next, and encage,
that we will refpectively march to fuch places, either in this or the neighbouring colo-
nies, and at fuch times as we fthall be commanded by the Convention, or the Council
of Safety of this province, or by our officers in purfuance of the orders of the faid Con-
vention or Council ; and that we will refpectively fight with and employ ‘the arms
wherewith we are entrufted, for the prefervation of American liberty, againit whomfo-
ever we fhall be commanded, by fuch authority as aforefaid, with our whole power.
W itnefs our hands, this day of 1775." '

That each company as {osn as enrolled and viewed, and allowed by the committee
of their county, or by fuch perfon or perfons as fhall be ap; ointed by fuch committee
for that purpofe, fhall elc&t and chu’e their proper officers, by ballot, who fhall be ap-
pointed and commiffioned by the del gat-s of tais prorince fitting in Conven:ion, or at
any time when they are not fitting 1n Convention, by the Council of Safety in the
name of the Convention. L

That the faid companies in Frederick county compofe one battalion ; thofe in Balti-
more and Harford counties jointly another ; and thofe 1n St. Mary’s, Charles and Prince-
George’s counties jointly another; and that to cach of the fame battalions there be one

colone),



